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RecentgeologicalprospectingbyNorthKorea’sdevelopmentalagenciesinpart
nershipwithAustraliancompanieshasbeenframedasanengagementwiththe
ultimateopaqueresourcefrontier.Thispaperseekstochallenge/reframethis
notionofopacitythroughcontinuedanalysisofacollectionofgeologicaland
developmentfocuseddocumentationsourcedfromtheRecordGroup242,of
theUnitedStatesNationalArchives.ThismaterialobtainedbyUSArmydocu
mentgatherersduringPyongyang’soccupationinlate1950providesanextraor
dinarywindowintothedevelopmentalpossibilitiesconceptualizedbyNorthKo
reaandpartnersduringthebriefperiodfromLiberationtotheoutbreakofthe
KoreanWar.
BuildingupondevelopmentalimperativesoftheGovernmentGeneralofCho
senandthelegacyofmineralogicalcolonialismthroughouttheKoreanPeninsu
la,thispaperencounterswithinthecollectionalandscapeofinstitutionalopti
misminthefield.Pyongyang,techniciansfromtheSovietUnionandelsewhere
wherenotonlytaskedwithharnessingNorthKorea’sgeologicalcapacity,but
thecreationofanewdevelopmentalandsocialterrain.Analysisofblueprints
fromthecollectionrevealindetailnewfacilities,communitiesandinfrastruc
ture inoutline.Previousworkonthiscollectionbytheauthorhassoughtto
projectforwardthisinfrastructure’sproductivecapacityandconnectwithcur
rentanalysisoftheYongjudeposit.Howeverthisneglectsthecontemporary
“livedreality”ofthespacesandplacesofSovietandNorthKoreamineralogical

1 TheresearchforthispaperhasreceivedgeneroussupportfromtheAustralianRe
searchCouncilprojectFL120100155“InformalLifePoliticsintheRemakingofNorth
east Asia: From Cold War to PostCold War” and the Academy of Korean Studies
(AKS2010DZZ3104)duringDrRobertWinstanleyChestersPostDoctoralFellow
shipwiththeBeyondtheKoreanWarProject(UniversityofCambridge).Elementsof
thispaperandfutureelementsoftheprojectwhichunderpinsithavebeensupported
bytranslationandinspirationfromDrAdamCathcart,SchoolofHistory,Universityof
LeedsandtheauthorwishestoacknowledgeDrCathcart’sexpertise,supportandin
fluenceinthetranslationandformulationofthismaterial.
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interaction,asbothnationssought,asevidencedbythiscollection,aconfigu
rationofbothnationandsocietywhichservedtheinterestsofaninternation
allyminded“socialistmodern”.
Keywords:NorthKorea,NorthKoreanandRussianexchanges,MineralExtrac
tion,ArchivesandSources.

Минералогические рельефы социалистической повседневности:  
геологоразведочные ландшафты Северной Кореи и России, 1945 — 1950 гг.  
из коллекции трофейных документов.
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Недавниегеологическиеизыскания,проведённыегеологоразведочнымиуч
реждениямиСевернойКореисовместносАвстралийскимикомпаниями,ра
неебылипредставленыкакприглашениексотрудничествуссовершенно
непрозрачнойкартинойсырьевойпериферии.Вданнойстатьеделаетсяпо
пыткакритики/пересмотраданногоподходанаоснованиипродолжитель
ногоанализасобранной геологическойиинженернойдокументации,по
лученнойизблоказаписей242изГосударственногоархиваСША.Данный
материал,найденныйсборщикамидокументовармииСШАвовремяокку
пацииПхеньянавконце1950хгг.,позволяетувидетьперспективыразви
тия,намеченныеСевернойКореейиеёпартнёрамивовремякороткогопе
риодаОсвобожденияидоначалаКорейскойвойны.
Наоснованииимперативовпромышленногоразвития,принятыхвовремена
японскогогенералгубернаторства,инаследияминералогическогоколониа
лизманаКорейскомполуостровеврамкахисследованийбылвыявленнабор
ландшафтов,представляющихинфраструктурныйпотенциалэксплуатаци
онныхвозможностей.Пхеньян,атакжетехническийперсонализСоветско
гоСоюзаидругихстранставилизадачунетолькоосвоить геологический
потенциалСевернойКореи,ноисоздатьновыйпроизводственныйисоциаль
ныйландшафт.Анализчертежейизсобраннойколлекциипозволяетдетально
представитьновыемощности,структурусоциальнойорганизацииидажесхе
матичновсюинфраструктурувцелом.Предыдущаяработаавторанаддан
нойколлекциейбыланаправленанаизучениепроизводственногопотенциала
инфраструктурывсоединениисактуальныманализомместорожденияЙонд
жу.Однакотакойподходнеучитывает«истиннуюреальность»пространств
иместсоветскогоисеверокорейскоговзаимодействиявсфереминерало
гии,посколькуобестраны,какпоказываютданныеколлекций,стремились
ктакойорганизационнойструктурегосударстваиобщества,котораяотве
чалабыихвнешнеполитическиминтересам,ориентированнымна«социали
стическиймодерн».
Ключевыеслова:СевернаяКорея,взаимодействиеРоссиииСевернойКо
реи,добычаполезныхископаемых,источниковедение.
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INTRODUCTION

“TheREEresourcepotentialoftheDPRK[NorthKorea],whileestimat
edtobemassivehasonlybeenlightlyexploredtodate.Giventhemajoreco
nomicsignificanceoftheeffectiveutilisationoftheseimportantmineralsto
theDPRK,welookforwardtoworkinginclosecooperationwithourpartner
toprogressthedevelopmentofthisexcellentopportunity”[37].

“…thepromiseofKimJongil 2mightsooncometrueandNorthKorea
maybecomea‘richandprosperousstate’—richinnaturalresources…”[36].

TheannouncementofanyeconomicordiplomaticinteractionwithPyong
yangoragenciesoftheNorthKoreanstatetendstoproduceanextraordi
nary outburst of hostile or anxious comment from the global commenta
tors.SREMineral’s,anAustraliaminingcompany,pressreleasethatithadin
2013formedajointstockcompanywiththeNorthKoreanministryofMining
toexploitaseeminglyenormousdepositofrareearthmineralsinthenorthof
theKoreanpeninsulawasnodifferent.Thesewereenormous,dramaticclaims,
capable,iftrueofhavingadirectimpactonthefieldofregionalandgeopol
itics.NorthKoreawould instantly(at leastonpaper),havebecomeoneof
thewealthiestgovernmentalregimesintheworld,repletewiththegloballe
veragethatwouldentail,geopolitically,securewithsuchvaluableassetsin
hand.“Becomingastrongandprosperousnation”ofcourseforNorthKorea
hasbeendifficultandlengthyprocess[41]andveracityoftheinterestedpar
tiesstatisticalanalysisaside,thoseinterestedinextractingthesurplusvalue
andexchangebenefitsfromPyongyang’scontemporaryRareEarthresources
wouldhavetotreadcarefully.TheEgyptianengineeringfirm,Orascom’srecent
experiencewithbuildingaveryprofitablemobilephonenetworkunderPyong
yang’sremit(inexchangeforrefurbishingtheRyuggyongHotel),andthensuf
feringextremedifficultiesinextractingthatprofitisacaseinpoint[34].

WhileitiseasytodismissstatisticsandanalysisderivedfromNorthKo
rean,easytoassertincredulityordisbelief,itismuchmoredifficulttomake
rigorousorempiricalcounterfactualstatementsoranalysis.Therehavebeen
interestingandrobustattempts inrecentyears,such ingeneralstatistical
analysisDanielSchwekendiek’s“SocioeconomicHistoryofNorthKorea”and
theworkofStephanHaggardandMarcusNoland[16],andmorespecifical
lywithinthefieldofmineralresourcesthevaluableandconsideredreports

2 RomanizationstrategiesareconsiderablydifferentbetweenthetwoKoreannations.
Foreaseofuseandobjectivity,theauthorusesthecurrentNorthKoreanRomaniza
tionstylewhenreferringtoquotationsandplacessourcedfromwithinNorthKorea.
TheauthoralsousesthecurrentSouthKoreanRomanizationstylewhenitusedindi
rectquotationbyotherauthors.Howeverthispaperbothmakesquotationsfromdoc
umentsgeneratedinNorthKoreabetween1945and1950,beforethecurrentNorth
KoreanstylewasformulatedandfromdocumentstranslatedbyUSArmydocument
gatherersin1950andlaterwhichmaynotconformtoeitherNorthKoreanstyleor
contemporary/historicalstyle.Forthepurposesofauthenticityandobjectivitytheau
thorretainsthesevariationswhenusedindirectquotation.
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fromtheUnitedStatesGeologicalSurvey (2013asanexample).However
therehavebeennoworkswhoderivetheirmaterialdirectlyfromthehistory
andlocalityofNorthKoreaanditsmineralogicalspaces.Whichisessential
lythestartingpointfortheprojectbehindthispaper.

Itisnotthattherehasneverbeenconsiderationintothegeologicaland
mineralogicalinheritanceandterrainofNorthKorea;therehashistorically,
butthattheworkdonebeforeJapanesecolonisation,duringthecolonialpe
riodorimmediatelyafterLiberationbytheengagementoftheSovietUnion
initsinitialperiodofsupportforayoungNorthKoreaisnowimaginedby
mostscholarsasunobtainable,lostordisregarded.Whilethispapercertainly
willconcedethathistoricalanalysisisdifficulttoaccessordifficulttoextract
conventionaldatafrom,itisnottruethatitisentirelyinaccessible.Thispaper
thussuggeststhatifreaderswishtoencountersuchmaterialthenajourney
inbothatemporaryandgeographicalsensewillbenecessary.Inparticular
thispaperderivesmuchofitsempiricalgroundingfromresourcescollected
fromtheUnitedStatesNationalArchives[46],ortheCapturedNorthKorean
DocumentsCollectionisanextraordinarybodyofmaterialwhichunderpins
muchinterestingworkonNorthKoreainrecentyears.CapturedbyUSArmy
documentgatherersduringtheoccupationofPyongyanginOctoberandNo
vember1950thecollectionprovidesauniqueinsightintothenarrativeand
textualbasisforNorthKoreangovernanceandinstitutionaldevelopmentdur
ingitsearlyyearsasaseparatesovereignnation.Thispaperisparticularly
concernedwiththeboxesofdocumentsandcartographicmaterialscontained
inthecollectionwhichweresourcedfromPyongyang’sMinistryofMining
andfromotherinstitutionstaskedwithmanagingNorthKorea’sgeological
developmentandmineralresourcesfollowingLiberationfromJapanesecol
onisationin1945.Itistheauthorofthispaper’sassertionthatthroughan
examinationofthesematerialsafascinatingglimpsemaybegatheredofde
velopmentalinteractionbetweenRussianandSoviettechniciansandNorth
Koreaninstitutionsandworkers.Thespacesandterrainsconceivedofinthis
collaboration,demonstratesomethingmorethansimplyindustrialinfrastruc
tureandarchitecture.Accordinglyinthisdevelopmentalvisionandthedoc
umentsthroughwhichitisdemonstrated,thereadercandiscernnotjustthe
productivespacesofmineralexploration,butthesocialandlivedspacesof
theeveryday;ofimaginedleisurespaces,schoolsandlivingquarters,aco
herent“socialistmodernity”.

NORTHKOREANMINERALHISTORIES

NorthKorea’sdevelopmentalandmineralogicalterrainsofcoursedonot
emergefullyformedfromthewillandmindofKimIlSung.Accordinglyabrief
historicaloverviewofmineralogicalandgeologicalexplorationintheNorth
ernhalfoftheKoreanpeninsulaisnecessary.Thispaperwillarriveintem
poralandgeographictermsneartositessuchastheCh’olsanUraniummine
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whereRussianandSoviettechniciansandgeologistsworkedwithNorthKo
reancounterpartsfrom1947toextractmonaziteandengageinsurveyand
assessmentwork[40,p.26].Howeverthismomentwasbynomeansthefirst
timetheKoreanPeninsulawasconsideredfromthemineralogical,geological
orgeodesicperspective.

WhilethehistoryofKoreanmineralogypriortothe19thcenturyisnot
widelydocumented,itappearsthatextractionofpreciousmetalssuchasgold
wasanimportantpartofKoguyroandKoryostatecraftanddevelopment.Ed
winMills’fascinating(andalmostuniqueinEnglish)accountsuggeststheim
portanceofgoldtoKoguyro’svassalagetoWeidynastyChina,eventothe
extentin1036ofKingWanghyung’soutlawingofitslocalusageandthere
forediversionofresourceawayfromsupplyingthatdemandedbytheChi
nese[32].BoththeMongolempireandChina’sMingdynastydemandedex
tensivemineralogicaltributefromKoreaandtheHideyoshiinvasionsofthe
peninsulainthe16thcenturyresultedinextensivelossofgoldreserves.Ex
tractionfacilitiesandcapacityfocusedonsilver,copperandgoldappeared
moresuccessfulinthelater16thand17thcenturies.Bureaucracyandlegal
frameworksalsodevelopedduringthisperiod,privateownershipwasforbid
denandinfrastructureandmineralrightsplacedundertheaegisoftheImpe
rialHousehold,withresponsibilityoutsourcedtoprovincialinstitutions[32].

Thistightlycontrolledstructureofresourcedevelopmenthoweverwas
soonexposed,aswastherestofKorea’sinstitutionstotheintrusivewinds
ofcolonialism.Takingadvantageofthediplomaticdisruptionandruptures
createdbyKorea’sverylocal‘unequaltreaties’beginningwiththeTreatyof
Kanghwain1874[19],foreignadventurerssoonsoughttoengagewithKo
reanresourceopportunities.ErnstOppert’sattempttorobthegravesofthe
ImperialHouseholdandpilferitsgoldresourcesthroughanaudaciousactof
blackmailin1864mayhavebeenaterriblestarttosuchinteractions[24],but
therewerelatermoreempiricallymindedexamples.CarlChristianGottsche,
aGeologistfamousforhisresearchonsedimentarydepositsandthegeology
ofSchleswigHolstein,atthebehestofGeorgPaulVonMollendorf,thenDep
utyForeignMinisterfortheChosongovernmentwassupportedinconducting
ahugeamountofempiricalresearchintothevernacularmineralknowledge
oftheKoreanPeninsula[31].Gottsche’sresearchandmaterialscollectionin
cludedvitalcartographicmaterialswhichprovidehistoricalevidenceformore
contemporaryconceptionsinSouthKoreaoftraditionnotionsofmountain
scapeandgeologysuchasthePaektutaegan[29].Gottschehimself,through
hisinterviewsandexchangesscribednotesintothemarginsofanumberof
themaps,noteswhichsuggesttheplacementofparticularsitesofmineral
ogicalenterpriseandresource,suggestingforexamplethatbothMusanand
thefamousUnsansite,nowinNorthKoreaandwhichthispaperwillconsider
inthedocumentarycollectionsoftheRG242havebeenknowntothegener
alnarrativesofKoreanhistory.Thelatterofthesespaceswasvitallyimpor
tanttoJamesMorse,aGoldMinerfromNebraskaandsometimeparticipant
intheCaliforniaGoldRushesofthe1848—1855[42].Morsehasitseems
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presentedaveryclearandattractiveeconomiccasetotheYidynastytosup
portadevelopmentalclaimandwasgrantedahighlysuccessfulgoldcon
cessionatUnsan.Morse’sAmericanOrientalMiningcompanythereproved
alonglivedenterpriseandwasactiveuntil1941,evictedonlyfollowingPearl
HarbourandtheoutbreakofhostilitiesinthePacific[15].

GottscheandMorse,itisworthrememberingwereencounteringanan
cientKoreaattheverylastgaspofitsexistence.Ashistoryrecords,follow
inganentirelychaoticandunsuccessfulperiodofconfusedpoliticalanddip
lomatictriangulationbetweenImperialChina,ImperialRussiaandImperial
Japan,KingKojongandhisgovernmentandessentiallywhatwasleftofthe
premodernbureaucraticandsocialstatusquoonthepeninsulawereforced
toaccedetothewillofTokyo[7].ThepeninsulawasannexedbyImperialJa
pan1910andpowerpassedtotheGovernmentGeneralofChosen,through
whomtheimperativesofcolonial,modernisingmineralogicalandgeological
explorationandextractionwouldruninfuture.

ThehistoryofKorea’scolonialperiodandthepolicies,proceduresand
processesofTokyo’srigorousreconfigurationofthepeninsula’ssociety,pol
itics,cultureandlanguageareofcourseheavilyresearchedandacademical
lyverywellknown[17].TheGovernmentGeneralofChosenfirstsoughtto
suppressKoreandesires fornationhoodand independence,secondtoac
commodatethem,thirdtosubsumethemwithinanextraordinaryprocessof
creatinganewImperialsubjectivityandthenfinallyintheheadlongrushto
conflictinthePacifictotransformtheKoreanPeninsulaintoamilitarysite
ofproductionandlabour[6].From1907theImperialResidentGeneralGov
ernmentandlaterfullyfrom1910,theGovernmentGeneralofChosenpub
lishedanannualseriesofreports,“TheReportsonReformsandProgresses
inChosen(Korea)”,inbothJapaneseandEnglishwhichsoughttolayinoutin
fairlyintricatedetailthepathanddetailofitscolonisingactivity[11].These
Reportsareextensive,detailedandfastidiousonmanyissues.Theyrecount
greatdetailintheeconomicandlegalfield,butforthepurposesofthispaper
containanextraordinarylevelofdetailaddressingindustrialdevelopmentand
exploitation,specificallyminingandmattersofmineralogicalextraction.This
detailincludesthesubstantialchangestothelegalframeworksthroughwhich
miningandmineralogicalresearchandexploitationwasundertakenandthe
institutionalframesthroughwhichthislegalframeworkoperated.NewMin
ingLawswereformulatedbytheYidynastyunderheavyJapaneseinfluence,
justbeforeannexationin1906andreplacedwithafurtherrevisionunderthe
GovernmentGeneralin1916[12]thesenewrevisionsallowedonlyJapanese
institutionsorsubjectstoaccessandcontrolmineralrights,replacingtheIm
perialHouseholdAgencyasthesolecontrollerandarbiteroftheseresourc
es.Revisionsalsoincreasedtherangeofmineralsandelementssubjectedto
thelegalframeworkfrom17to29,includingveryinterestinglyrareelements
suchasbismuth,molybdenumandquartzsand[12].

TheGovernmentGeneralofChosenestablishedaGeologicalInvestiga
tionOffice in1918,andaccordingtothedocumentsandreportstasked it
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withatwentyyearlongprogrammeofanalysis[13].Thereportsarenotof
coursesimplyrepletewiththeGovernmentGeneral’shistoricalinterpreta
tion,theyarealsofullofstatisticsandsurveyingdataindifferentsectors,and
particularlysointhecaseofminingandmineralresources.Thusextractive
expansionduringtheearlycolonialperiodissuggestedashavingincreased
thetotaltonnageofmineralsfrom6,067,952to24,204,510between1910
and1920.Developmentinthelaterperiodsofthecolonialperiodmeantthat
1933—1934totaltonnagehadincreasedto48,301468tonnes[14].There
portsalsonameanddescribekeyinfrastructuralelementsandthekeymin
ingsiteswhichincludedUnsan,stillmanagedbyJamesMorse’sOrientalCon
solidatedMiningCompany,althoughUnsanwasnowjointedbyotherssuch
asSyozyoandSuianbothownedandmanagedbyNipponKogyo,oneofthe
colonialGovernmentGeneral’saffiliateddevelopmentandresourcemanage
mentcompanies[14].

POSTCOLONIALCONTEXT:THERUSSIANCONNECTION

AsmuchashistoryandtheColonialGovernmentGeneralrecordthedeep
empiricismofthecolonialperiod’squestformineralogicalknowledgeandre
source,thecollapseofJapanesepowerin1945anditsreplacementwithal
togetherdifferentformsofpoliticalorganisationisalsowellrecorded.The
assumptionofpowerofKimIlSungandwhathasbeencalledNorthKorea’s
guerrilladynasty[5],whoseauthoritywasrootedintheircampaignsofha
rassmentagainsttheforcesofImperialJapaninthewildernessesofnorth
ernKoreanduringthe1930sheraldedthefinal,unexpectedarrivalofsocial
istmodesofgovernancetothePeninsula.Whiletheseeventshadlongbeen
hopedforanddreamedofbyKimIlSungandthosethataccompaniedhim,
itwastherapidcollapseofJapaneseauthorityunderAmericannuclearpres
surethathadhastenedKorea’sLiberation[17].Evenabriefreadingofthe
documentsfromthistimesuggestthatthefutureofthePeninsulahadnot
beengivenmuchthoughtbythealliesofWorldWarTwoandatJapan’sfinal
denouement,theUnitedStatesandtheSovietUnionwereforcedintoanex
traordinarilyhastyprocessofcompromisetomaintainKorea’sgovernmental
functionalityandintegrityaswellastomitigateperceivedthreatsfromeach
other’sfutureaspirations[8].Thetransferofpowerfromonestatetoanoth
erwasalmostinstantaneous,aswasitseemsthespontaneousriseofPeo
ple’sCommitteesinthenorthofthePeninsula[8].Whereastheseweresu
pressedinwhatwouldbecomeSouthKoreathroughAmericananditslocal
allies’virulentantiCommunism,theSovietUnionfoundsuchsupportforal
ternativemodesofgovernancehelpfulandsomethingitwouldcertainlybe
abletobuilduponintheterrainsitwastaskedwithoverseeingforthefore
seeablefuture[2].

BuildinganewsetofsocialistterritoriesinthenorthernhalfoftheKore
anPeninsulawasreallyoneofthekeytasksofnewgovernmentinstitutions
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inPyongyangandforitsmostimportantintheearlyyearsforeignpartner,
Russia,intheguiseoftheSovietUnion.Muchdevelopmenthadoccurredun
dertheJapanesecolonialadministration,butitsmoreprogressive(interms
of technicalanddevelopmentalapproach),policiesandprojectshadbeen
subsumed in the laterpartof the1930sby themilitarist imperatives [6].
KimIlSungandhisRussia/Sovietadvisershadinheritedaninstitutionaland
industriallandscapethatwasmostdeterminedlycolonialandunpickingthat
bequestwouldbeakeyfocusforthepoliciesoftheyoungNorthKorea[41].

AsreadersofthispapermightexpectthetransformationofNorthKo
rea’sindustrialanddevelopmentallandscapewouldneedtobeasdramaticas
KimIlSung’sconceptionofideologywouldtransformthespacesofitspoli
tics.WhilePyongyang’stheoreticalandnarrativearticulationwasnotasco
herentorcomprehensiveasitbecameinlateryears;therewasnodetailed
descriptionofthethreerevolutionsprocess,TaeanworksystemorCh’ollima
method[41], itwasbothdramaticand insomesensespractical.Unlike in
theearlySovietUnion,NorthKorea’syoungauthoritiesandtheirsupporters
seeminglysawthattheradicalcollectivisationofagriculturallandscapesand
communitieswouldnotbeachievableimmediatelyandsowhiletakingcareto
removethosewhohaddirectlysupportedorcollaboratedwiththeJapanese
colonialgovernmentaslandlordsorrentiersfromthatland,Pyongyangsup
portedamixedagriculturaleconomyanddevelopmentbefore1950[2].When
itcametoForestryandtimberresources,Pyongyangbothadoptedthede
velopmentalmethodologieswhichhadbeenintroducedbytheJapanesefor
estryspecialists,andsoughttonegatetheirmemoryandinfluencethrough
campaignsfocusedonthenotionalreconfigurationofthePeninsula’sforests
tobecomesomehowmoreauthenticallyKorean[41].LaterinNorthKorea’s
history,cityscapesandurbanlandscapes,suchasHamhungwouldberebuilt
fromthegroundupbyarchitectsandplannersfromideologicallyfriendlyna
tionssuchasEastGermany[1],inmoredramaticanddeterminedandcom
prehensiveattemptstoliterallybuildanewauthenticallySocialistKoreanur
banspace.ThereareanumberofotherexamplesinNorthKorea’shistoryin
whichpartnersfromcommunistorsocialistnationscollaboratedtorecon
structelementsofthenation’seconomyandterrainformoreusefulorpos
itivisticideologicalpurposes[38].

Thisappearstohavebeenverymuchtrueinthecaseofmineraldevel
opmentandgeologicalexploration.WhiletheCh’olsanUraniumminewould
becomethefamoussite in themindsofopponentsofNorthKoreaRussia,
in itspreviousguiseshadalonghistory,asrecordedbyEdwinMills in the
mineralogicalresourcesoftheTumenriverregionandthenorthernpartof
theKoreanPeninsula[32].In1945followingtheemergenceofKimIlSung
andNorthKoreaasanewsovereignpartnerfor theSovietUnion,Russian
interest in the geological resources again manifested practically in devel
opmentand interactiononthePeninsula[40],but this timespurredonby
anewsetofimperatives,whichincludedthoseaspirationstomakerealthe
socialistmodern.
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THESOCIALISTMODERNATMUSAN,CHAERRYONG
ANDKAECHON

Moving fromthegeneralisthistorical record tomorespecific spacesof
North Korea’s developmental interaction this paper engages with the doc
uments inthepossessionoftheUnitedStatesNationalArchivesandPublic
RecordsAdministration.ThecollectionofmaterialcollectedfromtheMining
MinistryinPyongyangandotherindustrialinstallationsinNovember1950is
representativeofacharacteristicallyscattergunapproachtomaterialscollec
tionbytheAmericanGIsgiventhistask.Similartothosematerialsderivedfrom
theMinistryofAgriculturewhichspannedasdisparateacollectionofdocu
mentsasthetextbooksandstudentnotesfromAgriculturalCollegestothe
publishedproductsoftheMinistry’sresearchinstitutions,thereisawidevari
etyofmaterialfocusedonminingandmineralresearch.Withinthesetofbox
escontainingthematerialtheauthorofthispaperencounteredblueprintsand
shaftplansforalltheminesandmineralexplorationsitesoperatingatthetime
inNorthKorea.Theyalsocollecteddocumentsspecifyingthesectors’goalsand
targetsfortheyearsfollowingKorea’sLiberationfromJapanesecolonialismand
extraordinarilytelegramssentweeklybyspecificminesreportingtheirweek
lyoutputandoretonnagestotheministryinPyongyang.Finallythereareaset
ofdocumentsdescribingNorthKorea’saspirationtoembedasocialistfuture
onmineralandminingsitesandinfrastructuresouthoftheDMZ.GivenPyong
yang’sinitialsuccessinthewar;decisionsonhowtonationaliseSouthKorean
miningcorporationsandputthemtoworkatthebehestofsocialismandthe
peoplewouldfromPyongyang’sperspectivehavebecomeverypertinentissues.

OfcoursegiventhefactthatthesedocumentswerecollectedbyAmerican
soldiersduringanoccupationofPyongyang,SouthKoreanmineswerenever
tobealongtermconcernforNorthKorea’sMinistryofMining.Howeverfor
thepurposesofthispaper,thebuildingandplanningbetween1945and1950
ofamininginfrastructurethatwascertainlyandcogentlyunderPyongyang’s
sovereigntyandcontrolmostcertainlywas [20].AccordinglyNorthKorea
andRussia/Sovietarchitectsandtechnicianshadbeenputtoworkplanning
whatwasessentiallythefutureandthephysicalmanifestationofaSocialist
Modernitysurroundingitsminesandmininginfrastructure.Thispaperthere
fore,inordertosupportthereader’sdeeperconceptionofthefuturethatwas
plannedinthesespaces,focusesitsanalysisonthosedocumentsandmate
rialwhichdescribeandoutlinethephysicalrealityandfutureaspirationsat
twodevelopmentalandminingsitesinNorthKorea.Nolongerwereminesand
similarspacesofextractionbetheresourcefrontiersknowntoMills,Oppert
andGottsche,disparate,diffuseandmasculine.Suchspaceswouldinthefu
turebecoherentlyincludedintotheworking,educationalandleisureinfra
structuresofNorthKoreanmodernity,placesofchildhoodandfamilyasmuch
astheywouldbeofworkingmen.Inparticulartheauthorhereexamineswhat
wasenvisagedforthesitesatKaechon,Chaeryong,UllyulandMusan.

Mineralogical Terrains of the Socialist Everyday…



166 

IntheRecordGroup242documents,recordedashavingbeencapturedin
the“24thRCTArea”onthe3rdofSeptember,1950developmentalinitiatives
andprojectsbetweenNorthKorea’sMiningMinistryandtechniciansfrom
RussianinstitutionsoftheSovietUnion’sminingsectorareextensivelyde
tailed.Thesedocumentsincludeenormousshaftandminingfacetopograph
icoutlines,technicaldrawingsandblueprints,detaileddescriptionsoftasks
andfutureworktobedone.Astheauthorhassuggestedforanyresearch
erwhosefocusisNorthKoreaadetailedoutlineofmininginfrastructureand
developmentiscertainlyinteresting,howeverforthispaperthemostimpor
tantinformationdetailstheterrainsandtopographiesatthesesiteswhose
roleisnotactuallytheextractionofmineralsorores.

WhileresearchersencounteringRecordGroup242’sindexmicrofilmfile
workingtheirwaydowntheitemsintheboxcapturedonthatdatewillinitial
lynotbesurprisedbyitscontents.Item148forexample,asinglesheetofpa
perisrecordedascontaining“DrawingsofsectionofbridgesinKangwonDo
destroyedbyenemy’sattack:TaebaekbridgeinCh’unch’oncity,WonCh’ang
andCho’Yangbridges inChunsongGun,P’ungchonbridge inHongch’on
Gun,HamyangandPukp’yongbridgesinSamchokGun,Sangdaewon,Chujin,
Sangbangrom,KasauandKaubridgesinP’yongch’amggun,Wonjubridgein

Fiqure1.AnelementofacartographicallandscapeattheKachongraphite
mine[46,SA20095/154].

Рис.1.Элементкартографическоголандшафтавграфитовомруднике
Кэчхон[46,SA20095/154]

Robert WinstanleyChesters



 167

WonjuGun,HoengsongbridgeinHoengsonggun,showingthelengthofde
stroyedparts,dated13August1950,ownerunknown[46,SA20095/148].
ArecordofthebridgesdestroyedbyNorthKorea’sforcesastheyengaged
incombatwiththesouthisnosurprisegiventhecontext.Howeversuchfa
miliarmaterialquicklygiveswaytotheunexpected.Item154forinstanceis
recordedas“Blueprintfilecontainingdistributiondiagramofresidence,rail
wayforgasolinerailcar,orebin,elementaryschool,dated1950,belonging
toKaechonGraphiteMine,P’yonganPukto,NK”[46,SA2009,5/154].

Thementionofanelementaryschool intheindexatthispointiswhat
firstfocusedtheattentionofthisauthorwhileexaminingthedocumentsand
index.KaechonMineisnotanisolatedcasewhenitcomestounexpectedin
frastructure inthecollection.Thesection inthe indexrelatingtoChaery
ongMineinHwanghaedoaswellasblueprintsfor“…draftof50horsepow
erpump…verticalsectionofpumproomandwaterpipe…erectiondiagram
ofrailwaybridge…”[46,SA2009,5/155]alsoincludesthemoreunexpect
ed“…draftofresidence,bathroomattachedtoresidence,extensionofele
mentaryschoolbuilding…”[46,SA2009,5/155].DocumentsrelatedtoUl
lyulMinealsoinHwangdaedomakementionofa“…bathroom,storehouse,
dispensary,elementaryschool,residence…”[46,SA2009,5/158],thosere
latedtoSinpungMinementiona“…designdrawingofresidenceandelemen
taryschool…”[46,SA22009,5/159]andMusanappearsreadytoreceive
a“…telephoneplant,systemandexchange…”[46,SA2009,5/160].

Fiqure2.InfrastructureattheMuzenmine[46,SA2009,5/160].

Рис.2.ИнфраструктуранарудникеМьюзен[46,SA2009,5/160]
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Thereareofcoursemanyothermentionsofsimilar installations,allof
whicharesurprisingenoughtofindintheindexofsuchasetofdocumentary
evidence.Reviewofthematerialmentionedintheindexitselfrevealsthedoc
umentsandtheiraspirationsforphysicalmanifestationtobeasextraordinary
asonemightimagine.Thefirstthingtosaywithinthistextabouttheseblue
printsisthatthedesignscontainedwithinthemarerepeatedanumberoftimes
withinthedocumentsets.ThusChaeryongMineandKaechonMineappearnot
simplytobereceivingelementaryschools,butinfactanelementaryschool
ofexactlythesametypeandstyle.Thisisalsotrueofthedispensariesbuild
atanumberofMines,aswellasthefamilyresidencesandfoodstorehouses.
Itshouldbesaidthatthisisalsotrueofthemorespecificallyminingrelated
technologyintheblueprints,Musan’s‘oretreatmentplant’isthesamedesign
andplanasWongdok’sforexample[46,SA2009,5/160;46,SA2009,5/157].

Fiqure3.ShaftPlansatUllyulMine[46,SA2009,5/158].

Рис.3.ПланышахтныхстволовврудникеУллиул[46,SA2009,5/158]

Thesecondthingtocommentonwithregardstothephysicalandlinguistic
formofthesedocuments,isthatsimilartoothertextsfoundwiththecollec
tionthepreponderanceofRussianinfluenceontheirgenerationandcontent.
TheauthorofthispaperhaselsewhereintheRecordGroup242collection
comeacrossacademicarticlesonforestryandagriculturalmattersostensi
blytranslatedintoKorean(itisworthrememberingalsothatinNorthKorea
atthistimetheKoreanscriptwasverymuchintransitionfromearlierHan
munformtoaformofwhatisknownnowasmodernHangul.NorthKorea’s
publicstatementsandgovernmentdocumentsmadetheswitchfromamix
tureofClassicalChineseandKoreanScripttopureKoreanscriptabruptlyin
themiddleof1947),butwhosesourceisveryobviouslyRussianandCyrillic
textforms,asthearticlesincorporateKoreanphoneticspellingsofRussian
placenames,personalnamesandtheoreticalconcepts.Similararchitectur
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alformsunderpinningthedesignandrealisationofinfrastructuralelements
atMusanandKaechoncanbefoundwithinRussianlanguagetextbooksand
contentelsewhereintheRecordGroupmaterial,suggestingthatinfactthese
repeatedandcommondesigns,whetherforhighlytechnicalorindustrialel
ementsoftheprojects,ormoreprosaic,humanelementsoftheterrainare
kitssourcedfromNorthKorea’sRussiantechnicalandinstitutionalsupport.

CONCLUSION

Fromthispaper’sbriefintroductiontothephysicalcontentofthema
terialheldwithinRecordGroup242, it ishopedthatthereadercancatch
aviewofadifferentsortofmineralhistoryandcollaborationbetweenNorth
KoreaanditsRussiantechnicalandsupportivepartneratthebeginningof
Pyongyang’sindependentsovereignty.JustasSuzyKim’srecentwork“Ev
erydayLifeintheNorthKoreanRevolution”hassoughttodoforthe“lived”
experienceofwomenduringthesebriefyearspriortotheKoreanWar[25],
thecollectionofblueprintsandoutlinedocumentssuggestatleastanaspi
rationtowardstheconstructionofadifferentformofdevelopmentalland
scape.Theschools,familyhomes,bathroomsandmedicalinstallationspres
entinthesedocumentarymaterialssuggestaterrainverydifferentfromthe
conventional,contemporaryunderstandingofNorthKorea’sdevelopmental
spaces,anddifferentstillfromthehistoricalunderstandingofRussiaandthe
SovietUnion’sinteractionwithPyongyangatthistime.

Nodoubtasishistoricallyevidenced[40],Moscowwashighlyinterested
inleveragingitsinfluenceandrelationshiponNorthKoreatoobtainthepro
ductionandadvantagepresentedbyNorthKorea’sUraniumminesatCh’olsan
andelsewhereandlateritsMonaziteoreandMolybdenum[40,p.30],andas
canbeenseenfromPyongyang’scurrentobsessionwithNuclearcapability
andcapacitythiswouldcontinueintothepresent[43].Howeverthegeopo
liticalinterestsofMoscowanditspartnerswerealsoservedbymorediffuse
andesotericaspirationsandprojectionsoftheircontemporary ideological
conception,suchasthosewhichsupportedthereconfigurationofeconomic,
culturalandsocialspacesandinfrastructuresawayfromCapitalisticmodes
ofrelationandproduction,tothosemorecoherentlyfittingtheframework
ofCommunistorSocialistmodes.Thesecouldtakeonpurelypracticalforms
suchasnewarticulationsofthe legal frameworkswhichunderpinproper
tyand landownership,supporting thecollectivisationorcooperatisation
ofagriculturalspaces,aswellasindustrialandproductiveterrains.However
thementallandscapesofpopulationsnewlysubjecttoSocialistorCommu
nistformsofpoliticsalsorequiredadaptationandremoulding,changesthat
wouldimpactnotonlyontheirinternalselfperceptions,butontheirwider
notionsoftheculturallynormative.

ThusjustascontemporaryanalystsofNorthKoreanmatterswillencoun
terthemesandprojectsinPyongyang’sdevelopmentalstrategyfocusedon
obtainingthebenefitsofharnessingtheunitaryorcohesiveeffortsofitspop
ulation(materialfromRodongSinmun,NorthKorea’snationalnewspaperfor
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examplereportingnewrevolutionaryspeedssuchas“thespeedofthebliz
zardsofPaektu”[28]),RussiaastheSovietUnionsoughttosupportitsin
stitutions inthelate1940sinunifyingtheintentionsandaspirationsof its
population.Whilethiswouldofcoursebeexpressedintheworkfocusedon
collectivisingagricultureandchangingpatternsofrural landownershipfol
lowingLiberationfromJapanesecolonisation[20]andurbanorpoliticalinfra
structures[20],itisthispaper’sconclusionthatsuchintentionsareatworkin
NorthKorea’sterrainsofmineralextractionandexploration.Inthedocumen
tarycollectionknownasRecordGroup242,thereaderwitnesseselementsof
collaborativeeffortstoreconfigurethesedevelopmentalspacesatKaechon,
Chaeryong,Ullyul,Musanandelsewhere.Historicallyconnectedtothemineral
historiesoftheKoreanPeninsula,categorisedbyframeworksofexploitation
andorganisationundertakenunderPreCapitalisticandCapitalisticmodesof
productionandorganisationandaccompanyingworkforceverymuchmalein
characterandgender,theNARAdocumentsrecountaperiodoftransition,at
leastinplanningoraspirationalterms.ThefutureforinstallationsatMusan,
Kaechonandothersisoneoforganisedutopianism;aSocialistModernityin
whichanewLiberatedNorthKoreawillbeforgedbyhardworkingandpro
ductivefamilies.Thesefamilieswillliveinplannedcommunitiessurrounding
themineralinfrastructures,providedwithculturalandsocialamenitieswhose
focusisindividual,national,culturalandpoliticalbetterment,nolongersub
jecttothewhimsanddesiresofaCapitalistclass,butthesupportiveconsid
erationofarational,considerategovernmentofthepeople.

AsmuchasaglimpseatcontemporaryNorthKoreamighttellthereader
thattheultimateoutcomeofallPyongyang’sdevelopmentwascertainlynot
suchrationalityorconsideration,thenationcontinuesinitseffortstobuild
whatitconceivesofasaSocialistmodernity.Whileitscontemporarymanifes
tationmayseemsomedistancefromthemorepositiveoroptimisticcommu
nitiesandterrainsrepresentedinthecollectionofdocumentsheldatNARA,
anditsindustrialordevelopmentalinfrastructuralsitesarenotwellknown
foranyfamilyfriendlinessorculturalamenity,thereadermaystillgainsome
perspectivefromthem.NorthKorea’srecentdevelopmentalspacessuchas
theTaegyedoCoastalReclamationProjectontheWestSeacoast[41]andthe
SephoGrasslandReclamationProjectinKangwonProvince[26]forexam
plestillonoccasionmakeconnectiontotheaspirationsofthisearlyperiod
ofdevelopment.ThuswhileSephoandotherinfrastructuralprojectsthough
notfocusedonmineralextraction,andconstructedbyunitsoftheKorean
People’sArmy,WorkersPartyofKoreaShockBrigadesandwhataretermed
“SoldierBuilders”[3],stillmakeconnectionwiththeterrainsoffamilyand
social life inamannerperhapsexplainedbythisearlierphaseofdevelop
ment.ThuswhenduringtheconstructionoftheSephositeforexample,the
wivesofthose“SoldierBuilders”andShockBrigadesrepeatedlyarriveon
sitetosupporttheirhusbandsandprovideencouragement,thecohesiveness
andcomprehensivenessofNorthKorea’saspirationssofarasdevelopmentis
concernedisdemonstrated.WhileRussiaandNorthKorea’sinteractionand
collaborationintheminingsitesrepresentedinthedocumentsoftheNARA
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archivemayseemdistantintemporalandgeopoliticalterms,inharnessing
thecollectiveeffortsofitspopulationandininculcatingtheneedsofpolitics
anddevelopmentwithinthefamilialandthesocial,forPyongyangtheSocial
istModernglimpsedinthesemineralterrainsisstillinprocess.
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